The critical need for specialized health and safety measures for child welfare workers.
Child welfare workers are facing a growing threat of physical violence as they carry out their responsibilities to protect children and support families. Over the past several years, at least eight workers have been killed nationwide and hundreds of others assaulted. From July 1, 1992, to June 30, 1993, there were 25 incidents in New Jersey. In response, the New Jersey Division of Youth and Family Services devised a nine-point plan for improved health and safety measures for social service workers. Social workers cannot effectively protect children or help families if they themselves are not safe.